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{An Autanomous Organisation Linder the Ministry of Education, Gevt. of inidia)

CBSE/DIR(ACAD)/2023 Date: August 11, 2023

Circular No: Acad- 93/2023
All the Heads of Schools Affiliated to CBSE

Subject: - “Meri Mati Mera Desh” 2023

Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav (AKAM) stands as a momentous nationwide initiative, managed by the
collective efforts of our citizens, to commemorate 75 years of India's independence. In line with
this monumental occasion, the Ministry of Culture has conceived a campaign named "Meri Mati
Mera Desh," set to serve as the culmination of the Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav. This campaign will
be a tribute to the valorous Veers who made the ultimate sacrifice for our country. It will encompass
ceremonies conducted at the block, urban local body, state, and national levels, with the active
participation of educational institutions at all tiers, including schools.

To ensure the resounding success of this initiative, schools play a vital role. CBSE urges all
schools to engage in the following key areas:

* Igniting Enthusiasm through Student Involvement:

» Foster a sense of participation by involving students actively in the campaign.

* Devote special assemblies to the campaign's theme and distribute informative leaflets to
parents, creating awareness and garnering support for the cause.

* Encourage students to take the Panch Pran Pledge, a solemn commitment to the nation's
values. Additionally, encourage them to take selfies with handfuls of soil ("Mitti") and
upload them to the dedicated website, symbolizing their connection to the land and its
history.

* Ensure that students actively engage in the campaign at the grassroots, block, urban
local body, and national levels.

Details of the comprehensive program outlined by the Ministry of Culture in their letter dated .
23.07.2023 are attached in Annexure-1.

Furthermore, the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports is spearheading a significant aspect of the
celebration—a plantation drive. In commemoration of 75 years of independence, schools are
encouraged to plant 75 saplings of indigenous trees and establish an "Amrit Vatika" on their
premises. Communication from the Ministry of Youth Affaires is enclosed as Annexure-2

In support of this endeavor, the Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change is providing
saplings for the plantation. The Director General of Forest and Special Secretary has
communicated with the Principal Chief Conservators of Forest and Heads of Forest Forces of all
States/Union Territories, seeking their involvement. A copy of this letter, dated 10.07.2023, is
enclosed for your reference as Anexure-3

By encouraging student participation in these activities, schools can collectively honor our
heritage, amplify our dedication to the nation, and lay the foundation for a brighter, greener future.
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Dr. Joseph Emmanuel
Director (Academics)

‘Shiksha Sadan’, 17, Rouse Avenue, Institutional Area, New Delhi - 110002
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Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav (AKAM) being celebrated as a nationwide and peopl

led initiative commemorate 75 years of India's independence and the glotious history cl
its people culture and achievemants.

4 ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsay' stanes on 127 March 2021 with a march hem
Sabarmati 1o Dandn In this over two years journey, AKAM programmes have wilnessed
massive Janbhagidhari. Till the end of June 20Z3, more than 19 laknh evenls weie
undertaken. As on cate, 9 AKAM related programmes are done every hour. This is the

largest celebratory effort in the post-Independence histoty of India dedicaled 1o 75 years
ot freedom.

3 “Meri Maati Mera Desh” campaign is envisaged as a culminating event of
‘Azadi Ka Amnt Mahotsav' It involves paying tribute to the 'Veers', who have made the
supreme sacrifice for the country, by conducting ceremontes at Papchayah’\!ﬂmg-e.
Giack, Urban Local body, State & National level.

4 The details of the programmes under the campaign “Meri Maati Mera Desh™ (4
ue organized in the Rural and Urban Areas are as given below

A, Programs in Rural Areas: There are three key stages to the programime
in the rural areas- PanchayatVillage level programme, Biock fezve)
Programme, and the Finale at the Nationa! Capital

L Panchayat level programs: - These programmes are 1o be organtzec
between S August 2023 to 16" August 2023. There are five elements of
the Panchayat level programmes as detailed beiow

a. Dedication of Shilaphalakam (memorial)’ A fundainental aspect of the
program is to express heartfelt gratitude to all the brave hearts (Veer) who
have made the supreme sacrifice. On the Shilaphalakam, names of the
Vieers are to be inscribed. For this purpose, the Veers includes freedom
fighters, defense personnel, personnel of Central Armed Pelice Forces'
and State Police who laid down their lives in the line of duty
Shilaphalakam may preferably be ereclea near At Sarovars or (0 the
absence of Amrit Sarovar, some other appropriate water body 10 case 1o
such water body is available, the Shilaphalakam may be constructed in
the Panchayat building or local school or at some other prominent
location. (The design of the Shilaphalaka n 15 gnclosad In the Annexuie)
fvents may be held at panchayatVillags from o™ August 2023 to 15"
August 2023, near Shilaphalakam.

Room Ne 502, €' Wing, Shasta Bhawan, Dr Rajendra Prasag Road New Delb 1o {01
Prhone  *+81-11-23361040 23386995 E-mai secy-culturedine n
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b, Panch Pran Pledge At the memorial site, people will take a
solemin pledge covering Panch Pran of the Hon'ble Prime Minister,
affirming their commitment to the country The pledge is given below

I pledae to play my pad in building a developed India

[ plecge o remove any trace of colontal mindset

| plecige (o take pride in promotion & preservation our rich cultural hentage
| pledge to sirive for the unity and solidarity of the country

| pledge to fulfili my duties and responsibilities lowards my nation

| pledqe to honour the sacnfice of aur coun ry’'s brave-hearts and devole
myself ta nation's defense & progress”

During the ceremony, people would either individually or collectively lake a
selfic while taking the pledge with soil i the hand and upload lo the
dedicated website This would be a key public activalion activity to ensure
high janbhagidari.

Vasudha Vandhan: Each Gram ' Panchayativillage will renew and
replenish Mother Earth by planting 75 saplings of indigenous species and
developing an Amirl Vatika

Veeron Ka Vandan Panchayats may hold felicitation ceremonies for
honating thefreedom fighters and the families of the deceased freedom
fighters They may also honour retired personnel from Defense, CAPF and
State Police and the families of the brave hearls of these forces who have
sacrificed their ves in the line of duty F=licitation may be as per local
traditions and customs

Hoisting of the National Flag and singing of Rashtragaan may be
undertaken at each of the programme sites

Block Level Programs: Youth volunteers and other people would collect
Mitti from each Panchayat/Village and bring them to the block level From
each Block, Mitti Kalash having the soil from all thePanchayat/Village,
would be carmed lo the National Capital For betler youth participation at
Gram PanchayatVillage and Block level, the Distuct Youth Officer of
NYKS, Department of Youth Affairs may be associated with the campaign.

Finale Event at New Delhi: From 27" August 2023 to 30" August 2023,
the collected Mitt-Kalash will be transported to Kartavya Path, New Deihi
The Mt from all parts of the country woulu be utilized to develop a unique
garden called Amrit Vatika, with plantatior of the indigenous species. An
AKAM Memorial dedicated to all the heroes who have contributed for the
freedom, unity and integrity of the country would be erecled.

Programs in Urban Areas: There are three key stages to the programme
in the Urban areas. The first level of programmes will be held in the small
Urban Local bodies, Natfied Area Councils (NACs), Cantonment Boards.
Town Panchayats Second level programmes will be al bigger
Municipalities and Municipal Corporations and the third level, i e the finale
will be at the National Capital.



Programmes in Small Urban bodies/NAC/Cantonment Boards/Town
Panchayats: These programmes are 10 bebetween g August 2023 to
15" August 2023, In these areas ali the five elements detailed for the rural
areas in para 4 (A){i) may be conductad

i Programmes at the larger Municipalities/Corporations: Thase
programmes are to beorganized belween 16MAugust 2023 to 20" August,
2023 The Miti Kalash are to be brought ceremoniously o larger
Municipalities/Corporations,

ii©  Finale Event at New Dalhi: From 27" August 2023 to 30" August 2023
the collected Mitti-Kalash from the Municipalities will be transported to
Kartavya Path, New Delhi.

c Program at the State Capital:State Go.2rnments may like to organize
State level ceremonial programmes dedirated to Men Maati Mera Dash
Campaign These programmes may be held between 16" August to 25"
August 2023

Important Dates for the Meri Maati Mera Desh Campaign

| Dates i Details i

| 9" August 2023- | - Main launch event of the Can‘iﬁ:;@j_ﬁ on 9" Augt:ﬁ[

'| 18" August 2023 2023

| i - Programmes in Panchayats/Villages, Small Urban

Local bodies
-+ Uploading of Selfies

46" August 2023- - Programmes i Blocks, "7 bigger
20" August 2023 | Mu nicipalities/Corporations B

|t UGS Lo s TR L1 1 ies/Corporations . |
16" August 2023- |+ State Level ceremonial programme i
25" August 2023 | |

[Towards the Grand Finale Proposed at Kartavya Path - 30" August 2023 |
t z?mnugust 2023 |+ Arrival of Youth delegates in Delhi and Preparation for |
28" August 2023 the Finale BN it PR
"29™August 2023 |- Finale programme with VVIP presence at Karlavya
| Or 30" August! Path ; '
12023
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5 o encourage active participation, a deucst ] website s baing  creates

(hitps /lyuva gov infmeri_maati_mera_desh), where b.ih general public and Gram
PanchayatVillage/Urban Local Bodies representatives can get the programme detals,
the communication malenal, take pledge and post self us and thus amplify the digital
traction of the programme. Further, the design ol Shilaphalakam wouid be
downloadable from the website.



-4-

£ Your kind intervention 15 solicited on the followitig areas to make the program
suceessful
¢ Creation of Buzz through participation of schoul students.
. Special assemblies dedicated to the topic and leaflets o parents
w  Panch Pran Pledge by the students and selfies with Mitti to be uploaded in
the website dedicated for the purpose
v To ensure aclive parlicipation of students at *anchayat, Block, Urban Local
Bodies and National level programmes.

il R s s Yours sincerely,

C—

'{éovind Maohan)

shr Sanay Komar

Secretary

Departrnent of School Education and Literacy
tinistry of Education

Shasin Bhawan, New Delhi - 110001
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(i Ministy of Youth Affare & Spurs
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=y - — Deapartment of Youth Affairs
0O No. 1-20011/5/2023-NYKS Dated the 24" July 2023
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In arder to commemaorate 75 years of Independence, a Mega program Men Mati
tera Desh s proposed to be conducted on 8™ Aogust, 2023 n over 25 laxhs+ Gram
Panchayats acrass the nation.

2 A key component of the program is planting of 75 saplings of indigencus trees and
establish Amrit Vatika at village level. This act would re-aftirm our bond with the land and
renews aur commitment to protect it for future generations. The Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change has kindly agreed to offer support by providing saplings for the
plantaten. in this regards, DG Forest and Special Secratary dMinistry of Lnvirgnment and
forest have written letter to Pniacipal Chief Conservator of Forest to extend thewr support A
copy of the letter is attached here.

3 The Amrit Vatika should ideally be located near an Amnt Sarovar or wator bony,
where these are unavailable, Village Schools would be excellent locaticns for the
establisnment of Amrit Vatika 1f feasible, all schools can plant At Vatikas of 75 saplogs
per school Accordingly, we regquest the Department of School Education ang literacy to
write to School Education Qepartment of States/UTs to idertfy lacation for establishment
of Amrit Vatika and extend their support for making this Mega programme & success

4, Directions are bieing issued to the field leve!l officers of NYKS/ NSS to liaise with the
respective forest departments in States/Unicn Terntories in this regard, We logk torwarg
to hearing from you at the earliast.

N r*’gw{&;,

Youts sincargly
{Meeta Rajiviochan)
Shri Sanjay Kumar
Secratary,

Department of Schoo! Fducation and Literacy,

Shastn Bhawan,
New Delhi- 110001

v A g ) B el ek 1y [Zed- 110001 §RET1E 01103352887 23487415
Room No. 1, 'C Wing, Shastr) Bhawan New Delhi=112 601, Tel. 01 |-23382897 23387418
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CHANDRA PRAKASH GOYAL » wufagm, w5y ua wetarg fada ey

DIRECTOR GENERAL QF FOREST & 5P SECY
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT FOREST AND
CLIMATE CHANGE

DL 00 N 6/DERRES/Misc /2023 Dated: 16t luly, 2022
*
Yoo ML

Kindly refer to the D.C, letter No, 1-20011/5/2023-NYKS Part-(1) dated 10™ July,
2027 regarding Mega plantation drive being conducted to commemorate the 75" year of
Doden Indopandence during the month of July-August, 2023, to promote environmental
cenaerotion (eopy enclosed). :

Ao ot of this arand event, it has been planned by Dapartment of Youth Affairs to
plant /5 saptinas in gach village throughaout the country. Approximately 6.64 |akh villages
st sl adtian, and accordingly there is & requirement of almost about 5 crores saplings

s axdensive plantation drive. Focus will be on indigenous species which should be

proposed (o pe planted to each village.

I wiew of the above, it is requested that District Youth Officers be supported
By a0k far providing saphings and alsn technical input for plantation ang their

marteiance. Ploase advise all your subordinate officers accordingly.
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(Chandra Prakash Goyal)
0. 07 0y

e Princgpa’ Chiet Consarvator of Forests angd HoFF
Al ShagesUTy

alfer vadaaur v, o e AE, a9l |.>,._:.-ﬁ v (id
Wi 01120810339 20810200 Bad . 011-20819195

SRS D AN BEEANAN FOR JAGH ROAD, MEW OELH Rty
U e d e A0 TR0 e Q810G LA DR IRIDIAZORIG N



